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Isaiah 60:1-6 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For darkness 
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his 
glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 
shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you 
shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea 
shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall 
cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 
bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 
Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is 
to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 
them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” 
 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
The Story of God for the people of God… 
 
When Martha was growing up and traveling with her parents, her father always liked to come 
home a different way. He was a United States Senator, so this wasn’t just the occasional day 
trip; there was a lot of travel including visiting and campaigning throughout Virginia. Also, 
Senator Spong was never the driver, so it was up to Martha’s mother or a congressional 
campaign aid to go home another way. 
 
Now we often honor the tradition and even if it’s just a local errand run, we try to come home 
another way. Those usually range from the everyday occurrence of picking which way to go 
around the Navy Depot to ending up deep in York County after turning right out of Paulus 
Mt. Airy Orchards instead of left. All in good fun. 
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The wise men and their entourage had more pressing reasons for their change in direction. At 
first glance it’s a bit of a “change in direction” that the Gospel of Matthew would mention 
them at all. Matthew is written for a Jewish audience – not a Gentile or foreign one. The 
writer opens the Gospel with a tedious genealogy, carefully tracing the generations from 
Abraham and Isaac down to King David through the exile in Babylon to: Joseph the husband of 
Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah (1:16). 
 
Only 9 verses later, Jesus arrives – no shepherds, no angels – just a very intense Jewish family 
tree that ends with the birth of Emmanuel – God with us. 
 
So why does Matthew, after having clearly set up the Jewish bona fides of this child, suddenly 
switch the narrative to the arrival of foreigners coming to pay their respect? “Wise men from 
the east” – read: not Jewish. 
 
Wise ones, magi, kings from orient are – whatever we want to call them, they’re not from 
around here. SO much so that they pop in on King Herod to ask him where they can find this 
new king. Doesn’t seem so “wise” to me. 
 
They visit and then a dream warns them to go home another way. Scripture says: they left for 
their own country, by another road. 
 
We have certainly had our own individual, communal, national, global moments of having to 
go another way these last two years. Thanks to the weather, I couldn’t even get through this 
week without having to change plans. In my Christmas Eve meditation I talked about the 
words and phrases that all of us were tired of after 2020. One I didn’t mention was the word 
“pivot.” A word that once evoked laughter with memories of Ross trying to get Rachel and 
Chandler to help get a couch up the stairs… quickly became the bane of our existence as we 
had to pivot to online learning – pivot to pre-recorded worship – pivot to important in-person 
opportunities now taking place on Zoom. 
 
When “taking another road” isn’t our own decision, it quickly loses its charm. 
 
One of the places I’ve struggled the most is around Communion. It’s the symbolism for me. 
It’s supposed to be – in part – a symbol of the great heavenly banquet that is to come. It 
makes sense for all to be fed by one source of bread and one common cup. It still felt close to 
that way with cut up bread and individual cups, but all coming from up front. It certainly felt 
that way with pieces of bread taken from a common loaf and then dipped in cups – one body, 
broken for us all. 
 
Somehow, everyone opening up their individually packaged bread/cracker//wafer/cookie and 
beverage – whether one of ours or brought from home – lacks a bit in the symbolism. But for 
now, we have to go by another road… separately… but we are not traveling alone. 
 
A few days before our snow storm a major storm hit just south of here and stranded motorists 
on I-95 in some cases overnight. I’m sure those who ended up stuck for hours and hours 
wished they had gone another way home. 
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The Washing Post1 had a story of a young couple who had been stuck in the same spot for 16 
hours when they realized that there was a Schmidt Baking Company truck just a few cars 
ahead of them. Quote: “We were hungry, people around us were struggling, and we could 
hear kids crying.” 
 
One of the things I love about this story is they didn’t put the truck driver in an awkward 
position, but instead called the company’s customer service line and left their phone number 
with a representative with little expectation of hearing back. But in about twenty minutes, 
one of the owners of the company called them and told them to go to the truck where the 
driver had been instructed to give 1 package of rolls and 1 loaf of bread to any person who 
wanted them. 
 
Along with the truck driver, they started grabbing the bread off of the truck and distributing 
them to the surrounding vehicles. They ended up handing out about 300 packages of bread. 
Quote: “We developed a tiny little community that won’t quickly be forgotten.” 
 
You won’t find it in the Book of Order, but that sounds like Communion to me. 
 
The Gospel of Matthew makes it pretty clear that although the heavenly kingdom has been 
born to us, the silent nights are behind us. Trouble is brewing before the wise men even arrive 
at Joseph and Mary’s door. We have been called to be disciples, but no one said it would be 
easy. Sometimes we’ll need to make hard decisions, change course, go by another road. 
 
The only thing we can’t do, is stop traveling all together. The Good News of Jesus Christ is not 
just for us. This is why Matthew bookends the Gospel with the universal importance of Jesus 
by having these foreigners acknowledge Jesus as God’s anointed King, and by ending the 
Gospel with his final command to carry the Gospel to all nations. You know the verse:  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” 

 
And so as a community of faith we gather around the Word as best we can – we break the 
bread and we drink the cup – and we proclaim the Good News of our faith… wherever we 
are…  
 
Even if we have to go by another way. 
 
In the name of the Creator and the Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2022/01/04/shutdown-virginia-i-95-schmidt-

bread/?fbclid=IwAR2LzxpS03o7nc7E9zdrpfhAgzjvqK44tzNXrZZyPfsxi6uaJdjiuFZgrmA 


